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Welcome to PackManager for App-V
PackManager for App-V is a solution for IT professionals working with Microsoft App-V in
Desktop, VDI, and Citrix environments. It allows to manage App-V clients remotely, reduces the
user impact, and facilitates the achievement of user acceptance faster while increasing the
quality of the package. This solution also includes a variety of remote troubleshooting functions
which assist helpdesk staff and which can publish packages in a standalone environment.
Furthermore, it centralizes the administration, deployment, and troubleshooting of App-V in one
single, easy to use interface, which is already known from our other RaySuite applications.
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Architecture Recommendations
PackManager for App-V should be located on a machine that has a connection to the destination
machine on which the Microsoft Application Virtualization Client is installed / enabled. It is
necessary to execute scripts using a remote computer on both machines. Some firewall
configurations may cause trouble, therefore it is necessary to ensure that the firewall does not
block the remote computers from executing these scripts. If there are questions regarding the
configuration of a specific firewall, please ask the manufacturer or this firewall.
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Prerequisites
In the following chapters the hardware and software requirements necessary to run
PackManager for App-V are listed.

Prerequisite Hardware
The hardware requirements for the Terminal Machine and the Client Machine are listed here.

Terminal Machine
Minimal:
CPU Pentium IV / Core2 processor
2 GB RAM

100 MB free space on hard disk
1280 x 1024 screen resolution

Recommended:
CPU Intel Core i5 or i7
4 GB RAM

1 GB free space on hard disk

Supported OS:
The following represents the list of supported operating systems at the time of release.

Windows Server 2016
Windows Server 2012 R2
Windows Server 2012
Windows Server 2008 R2
Windows Server 2008

Windows 10
Windows 8.1
Windows 7
Windows Vista

Client Machine
The client machine should have the Microsoft Application Virtualization Client in version 5.x
installed, therefore it should fulfill the requirements provided by Microsoft.
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Prerequisite Software
The software requirements for the Terminal Machine and the Client Machine are listed here.

Terminal Machine
The terminal machine should have a Windows operating system with Microsoft .NET Framework
4.5 installed. Additionally, PowerShell 3.0 or higher should be installed on the machine.

PowerShell is part of the Windows Management Framework. The latest version can be found
under the following link: https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=50395.

Client Machine
The client machine should have the Microsoft Application Virtualization Client version 5.x
installed.

Similar to the terminal machine, the client environment should have PowerShell 3.0 or higher
installed.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=50395
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Licensing
PackManager for App-V can use a standalone license (delivered by Raynet via an unique order
number) or use a license file which has already been applied to other RaySuite applications.

Depending on the license, PackManager for App-V can be run in one of three different modes:

No-license: When no RaySuite application was installed on the machine.
Read-only: If the license for any of the RayPack Studio applications has been found on the
machine.
Read-write: If a standalone license has been applied or if one of the following to licenses has
been found on the machine.

o A RayPack license with RayPack.PackDesinger.GenAppV license term.
o A RayQC Advanced license.

No-License Mode
In the No-License mode, users cannot access the Remote Console view.

Read-Only Mode
In the Read-Only mode, users can access the Remote Console and are able to connect to the
App-V client machine and get all information, but their write permissions are restricted.

Read-Write Mode
In the Read-Write mode there are no restrictions.
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Configuring the Environment
To establish the connection between the terminal and the client machine, the user needs to
configure both machines to allow remote execution of scripts. To do this, the following steps
need to be executed:

1. Terminal machine:
a) Some firewall configurations or configurations of other network security systems might

prevent the remote machine from accessing. Please ensure, that the remote machine is
able to access the terminal machine, for this port number 5985 needs to be open. (If there
are questions regarding the configuration of a specific firewall or network security system,
please ask the manufacturer of the firewall or network security system.

b) Install PowerShell version 3.0 or higher.
c) Enable the WinRM service (more information on the WinRM service can be found at:

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ff700227.aspx).

2. Client machine:
a) Some firewall configurations or configurations of other network security systems might

prevent the remote machine from accessing. Please ensure, that the remote machine is
able to access the terminal machine, for this port number 5985 needs to be open. (If there
are questions regarding the configuration of a specific firewall or network security system,
please ask the manufacturer of the firewall or network security system.

b) Install PowerShell version 3.0 or higher.
c) Enable the WinRM service (more information on the WinRM service can be found at:

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ff700227.aspx).
d) Set the PowerShell execution policy to RemoteSigned (more information on this can be

found at: https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ee176961.aspx).
e) Start the RemoteRegistry service.

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ff700227.aspx
https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ff700227.aspx
https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ee176961.aspx
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Working with PackManager for App-V

Remote Console

Connection
The Connection tab allows to configure the remote connection to the App-V Client machine.
The connection can be configured by either using the DNS name or the IP address.

Once the connection is established, the user is able to execute the following actions:

Restart the remote machine.
Restart the App-V Client on the remote machine.
Change the PowerShell execution policy on the remote machine.

Additionally, after the connection to the remote machine has been established, all tabs within
the remote machine become enabled.
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Client
The Client tab contains the information received from the remote machine that refers to the
App-V Client configuration.

All rows that are grayed-out in this view are static. This means, the user is not able to change the
values in these rows. All other rows can be changed by directly clicking into the value column or
using the button that is located in the top-toolbar of the grid.

Information about the Client Configuration Settings can be found at https://
technet.microsoft.com/en-us/itpro/mdop/appv-v5/about-client-configuration-settings.

https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/itpro/mdop/appv-v5/about-client-configuration-settings
https://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/itpro/mdop/appv-v5/about-client-configuration-settings
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Packages
The Packages tab can be used to manage packages. Once loaded, it lists all packages that have
been added on the Client that the user is connected to. The following actions can be performed
with packages when using this view:

Packages can be mounted.
Packages can be published/unpublished (either to the current user or globally).
Packages can be repaired.
Packages can be stopped.
Packages can be removed.
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Adding a New Package
New packages can be added using the ADD PACKAGE WIZARD. 

The ADD PACKAGE WIZARD consists of five different sections. 

File: In this section, the user needs to specify the path to the .appv file. If a local path will be
specified, then all sources will be copied to the destination machine. In case of an UNC path,
PackManager for App-V will ensure that this path can be accessed from the remote machine
and coping of sources will not be performed.
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Deployment configuration: In this section, a dynamic configuration file (.xml) needs to be
specified. By default, a Deployment Configuration file is selected, but it is also possible to
select a User Configuration or a Custom file.

Summary: In this section, a summary of the previous configuration is shown. The
configurations made in the previous settings can be confirmed by clicking on the Process
button.
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Progress: In this section a progress bar will be shown until the action has been finished. It will
then automatically switch to the Finished section.
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Finished: In the Finished section, the result will be shown. The wizard can be closed now by
clicking on the Finish button.
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Connection Groups
Connection groups are used to enable the applications within a package to interact with each
other in the virtual environment while remaining isolated from the rest of the system. These
groups can be managed by using the Connection groups tab in the PackManager for App-V
Remote Console. Managing these groups from the Remote Console includes mounting,
enabling (either for the current user or for all users), disabling, stopping, and removing them.

To add a new connection group, the ADD CONNECTION GROUP WIZARD can be used.
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Adding a New Connection Group
New connection groups can be added using the ADD CONNECTION GROUP WIZARD. 

The ADD CONNECTION GROUP WIZARD consists of five different sections. 

Information: In the first section the information about the group are going to be defined.
Information that need to be defined include the Display name and the Priority of the group.

Packages: In this section the packages which are part of the group are selected.
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Summary: In this section, a summary of the previous configuration is shown. The
configurations made in the previous settings can be confirmed by clicking on the Process
button.
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Progress: In this section a progress bar will be shown until the action has been finished. It will
then automatically switch to the Finished section.

Finished: In the Finished section, the result will be shown. The wizard can be closed now by
clicking on the Finish button.
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Processes
In the Processes tab all processes running on the remote machine are listed with detailed
information about each of the processes. Users can stop processes in this tab by clicking on the 
Stop button ( ).
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Publishing Servers
Publishing server provide hosting and streaming functionalities for virtual applications. With
PackManager for App-V, users can add them, synchronize them, and remove them with one click.
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Event Log
In the Event Log tab, events from the event logs and the event tracing log files on remote
computers related with the Microsoft App-V Client are displayed. Logs are grouped and can be
easily filtered by their severity.
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The Bottom Bar
The following options located in the bottom bar are always available to users while working with
the Remote Console:

Shows or hides the logging panel.

Opens Computer Management in the context of the remote machine.

Opens the services in the context of the remote machine.

Opens the Event Viewer in the context of the remote machine.

Opens a Remote Desktop connection to the remote machine.
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Launch an App-V Package
Launching an App-V package requires the Microsoft Application Virtualization Client to be
installed on the machine. When using this tool, it is possible to test an App-V 5.0 package locally
before moving it to the deployment server.

To test an App-V package, click on the launch App-V  package tile on the Dashboard and select
the App-V package file (.appv or .osd). If more than one shortcut is found within the App-V
package, PackManager for App-V will ask the user to select one of the shortcuts from a list.
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Settings
The Settings area of PackManager for App-V can be accessed either by clicking on the settings
tile on the Dashboard or from the SETTINGS tab in the main toolbar.

It is strongly recommended to check the settings at least once before starting the productive
work with this module. This is important, because the configuration options offered in the 
Settings area determine some properties of the user interface that may help to orientate
quickly.

Saving and Discarding Changes to Settings
To apply changes that have been made in the Settings view, click on the Save changes button
that is located in the bottom swipe-bar of this view. If a user tries to move to another view with
unsaved changes in the current view, then a confirmation dialog will be opened.

Selecting YES in this dialog will save the changes and selecting NO will discard the changes.

Common
The Common tab currently contains only one setting that can be used to either enable or
disable the animations in the user interface.
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Files
In the Files tab, users can enable or disable the launch of files generated after being exported

when in the grid view using the export button ( ) which is located in the grid header.

Event Log
In the Event Log tab the number of logs that will be displayed in the Event log tab of the
Remote Console can be specified.
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Need help?

Request PackManager for App-V support

Our Raynet support team gladly assists you on any question or issue you encounter regarding
PackManager for App-V. Feel free to sign in and open incidents via our Raynet Support Panel.

Join the PackManager for App-V community

The PackManager for App-V community resides within our Knowledge Base: http://
knowledgebase.raypack.net . Once you signed up for access to the Raynet support panel, you
automatically have access to the Knowledge Base, too. 

You will surely come to a point where you would love to suggest a new feature for the future
development of PackManager for App-V. Maybe you need to find some tips & tricks to hit your
target right. The community is your place for discussing such topics, for sharing and expanding
your own experience.

Step in contact with Raynet's professional packaging teams and learn how to polish your
packaging activities to a level of highest quality standards. Since Raynet has years and years of
experience in the packaging business, we know what to do, and how to do it. Don't row your boat
alone when you have the chance to join our community for free.

Contact your Raynet sales representative

Our sales team is the right contact for any license or edition question you might encounter. You
would like to benefit from a professional PackManager for App-V training? Ask for dates and
locations to find the fitting training occasion. You are highly welcome to step in contact via 
sales@raynet.de.

https://raynetgmbh.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
http://knowledgebase.raypack.net
http://knowledgebase.raypack.net
mailto:sales@raynet.de
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